The Reign of Terror
street. When the clergyman, in his sermon, alluded to the
attribute of mercy Jeffreys was observed to laugh, from
which the gentry who accompanied the judges to the church
drew the conclusion that the prisoners were already doomed.
The town was crowded with loyal men of birth and
position from Dorset, Somerset and Devon, and they walked
with the judges and their retinue to the Shire Hall, which
was suitably hung with scarlet cloth, for here the reign of
terror was to begin. There were over three hundred
prisoners awaiting their destiny, and it was obvious their
cases could not be all heard even at the length allowed to
Alice Lisle. Nor was aiiything of the kind intended.
Jeffreys made it clear to the Grand Jury that he was there
to " breathe death like a destroying angel and to sanguine
his very ermins in blood." His charge, vehemently urged
and passionately expressed, called upon the Grand Jurors to
make inquest of and discover not only actual rebels but all
such as were " Abettors, Aiders, or Assisters to the late Duke
of Monmouth." To Mr Tutchin, to whom we probably
owe the best account of his proceedings at Dorchester, he
appeared to be presiding over the Court more as though he
were ** a Romish Inquisitor than a Protestant Judge*"
John Tutchin was a young man of four and twenty at
the time of the rebellion. He was the descendant of a long
line of Nonconformist ministers, and in the next year he
married Elizabeth, daughter of John Hicks, the minister of
Keynsham. She was a well-educated woman, and after her
husband's death kept a girls5 school at Newington Green*
That he was an ardent opponent of James and his schemes
for introducing the Roman Catholic religion goes without
saying, but I see no reason for assuming, as many historians
do, that he was a mere scurrilous windbag.
A man who risks his life for a cause, who comes of an
honest, God-fearing stock, and who is found living a respect-
able life, is entitled to have his evidence considered, even
though he be a journalist and a Dissenter. John Dunton,
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